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Yunnanopilia — A Primitive New Genus of Opiliaceae from 
Yunnan Plateau£-€hina and Its Biogeographic Significance 


WU Zheng — Yi£- De - Zhu 
£ ` Kunming Institute of Botany £7Chinese Academy of Sciences £-Kunming£-650204£-€hina£O 


Abstract£2A new genus of Opiliaceae£—Yunnanopilia is described from the Red River Valley£-South — 
Central Yunnan Plateau£7€hina. This genus is a primitive one in the Opiliaceae by having hermaphrodite 
flowers in large panicles£7and may be the ancestry type of both Lepionurus £-Melientha and Champereia . It 
seems that this genus may be originated in the Kam — Yunnania Ancient Landmass. This indicates that the 
Opiliaceae may also be orginated in the Kam — Yunnania. 
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Yunnanopilia C. Y. Wu & D. Z. Lif—en. nov. 

Planta arborescentis vel frutex£-ad 2.5 ~ 7 m alta£-8 ~ 16 cm in diam. Rami cinereo — viriduli£— 
lenticellis albis. Folia elliptica vel elliptico — lanceolata£-basi late cuneata£7apice acuminata vel bre- 
viter acuminata£-voriacea£3ntegra£-foveolosa£ugosa in speciminibus exsiccatis£mervis lateralibus 5 ~ 
8£-petiolis 3 ~ 5 mm longis. Paniculae axillares interdum ad ramos vel ad truncos abeuntes£3.5 ~ 6.5 
cm longae£eviter puberulae£-basi bracteolis 8 ~ 12£parvisÉ- mm longis£-t mm latis£ddeciduis. Flo- 
res hermaphroditi£ perianthia 4£-ovato — lanceolata£-t.5 ~ 2 mm longa£-extus leviter puberula£ Paten- 
tiaÉ*stamina 4£-perianthiis opposita£-ad ea subaequalia£ filamentis 1.5 ~ 2 mm longis£7antheris sub- 


globosis£ Toculis antherarum longitudinem dehiscentibus£tonnectivibus paulo projectis£-disci leviter 4 
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— lobati£>ovaria semi — infera£É-m discis carnosis depressis£7stylis et stigmatibus inconspicuis. Drupae 
ellipsoideae£-3 cm longae£-3 cm latae. 

Proxima Champereiae quae differt floribus unisexualibusf-pedicellis£-fructibus minoribus. Genus 
nobis affinis Melienthis distat tamen floribus hermaphroditis£7ad paniculas patentes£74 — numeris£-o- 
variis semi — inferis£-filimentis longioribus£-bracteolis deciduis. Ex affinitate Lepionuri £-wui differt 
racemis axillaribus£-Taro ad ramos vel ad truncos abeuntibus£.5 cm longis£perianthiis basi conjunc- 
tis£-drupis minoribus. 

Typus nominis generis£? Yunnanopilia longistaminea £ W. Z. li£Q:. Y. Wu & D. Z. if> 
comb. nov.£É' Basionym£? Melientha longistaminea W. Z. Li£-Acta Bot. Yunnan 11£9408£+. 1. 
1989 £5Typef9China£7Y unnanf£"Yuanjiang£7als. 1070 m£-Apr. 22. 1988 W. Z. Li 8842208£-SWFC£» 
Synonym£2 Champereia. longistaminea£ W. Z. Li£@. T. Dao£-&uihaia 13£990£4$. 2. 1993£O 

This monotypic genus is distributed along the Red River Valley in Yunnan and adjacent Guangxi. 


Op»£e| A ÁONS G.A Î ACpi tÑ V éA; qËi A ÉqQ ï EÉdi 22 éORsé A át ËT pPEvpei Od £ 


